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From Community to Classroom: Parental Perspectives on
Developing Curriculum That Reflects Muslim Community
Needs
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Abstract

Objective: This research examined parental perspectives on developing curriculum reflecting

Muslim community needs in a private Islamic school in Yala Province.

Methodology: This qualitative study conducted focus group discussions with six purposively
selected parents (minimum five years as school parents, local residents). Data were analyzed
using an integrated framework of Al-Ghazali, Ibn Khaldun, and John Dewey concepts across
four dimensions: 1) religious-secular knowledge integration, 2) social development, 3)

experiential learning, and 4) democratic participation.

Findings: Parents desire balanced curriculum integrating Islamic and modern knowledge,
emphasizing experiential learning from local wisdom in agriculture, handicrafts, and Islamic
business practices. Key limitations include insufficient time allocation between religious and
general subjects, limited technology skills development, and inadequate higher education

preparation.

Contributions: Findings provide guidelines for systematic community participation

mechanisms, local resource utilization as learning sources, and elective course development
responding to learners' interests. Results inform curriculum design for Muslim community

contexts and educational policy formulation in southern border provinces.
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