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Key 21st Century Competencies of Undergraduate Students in
Islamic Studies Programs at Higher Education Institutions in the
Southern Border Provinces of Thailand
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Abstract

Objective: This study aims to analyze the essential 21st-century competencies of
undergraduate students in Islamic Studies programs at higher education institutions in the three
southern border provinces of Thailand.

Methodology: This study employed documentary research and interviews to collect data
from 12 key informants, consisting of 8 lecturers responsible for and teaching in the Islamic
Studies program, 2 experts in Islamic Studies and Muslim Studies, and 2 experts in
education. The research instrument used was a semi-structured interview. The researcher
verified the credibility of the data through triangulation and analyzed the data using content
analysis.

Research Findings: The study identified four core 21st-century competencies among Islamic
Studies undergraduates in the specified region: critical thinking, creative thinking, information
and communication technology (ICT) literacy, and social participation. The competencies aim
to foster learners’ pursuit of knowledge to solve problems, enable them to think and act
effectively, make sound decisions, and engage in team-based learning. This self-directed
learning approach allows students to apply acquired competencies to real-life problems and
continually develop new competencies.

Contributions: The knowledge generated from this study can be utilized by stakeholders,
educational institutions, and related organizations to inform future research and educational
policy development.

Keywords: Key Competencies, 21st Century, Islamic Studies Curriculum, Higher Education
Institutions in the Southern Border Provinces
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