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Naming Culture among Thai Muslims Communities along Khlong
Saen Saep in the Ramkhamhaeng Area

Prasert Yenprasit!
Abstract

Objective: This study aims to explore and analyze the naming culture of Thai Muslims in the

Khlong Saen Saeb community, Ramkhamhaeng area.

Methodology: This is a qualitative research study. Data were collected through fieldwork with

125 samples from five Muslim communities along Khlong Saen Saeb. The study focused on
three aspects: (1) the person involved in the naming process, (2) the language origins and
number of names used, and (3) the meanings of names.

Research Findings: The study found that the most significant person in naming was the father,

mother and senior relatives, respectively. Most Muslims usually have two names: Thai and
Arabic. Thai names are used in official and governmental affairs, while Arabic names are used
within the family and among Muslim friends. Regarding the meanings, Thai names are often
associated with beauty and pleasantness, whereas Arabic names generally have broader
meanings, followed by names connected to the Prophet’s family. This reflects the values of
Thai Muslims in the Khlong Saen Saeb, Ramkhamhaeng area, who continue to preserve their
Muslim identity through naming practices while adapting to the broader social context of
Bangkok.

Contributions: This study reflects the social significance of ‘cultural identity' and 'social

adaptation' among Muslim communities in the diverse social context of Thailand.
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