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Exploring the Components of Critical Thinking Competency through
Phenomenon-Based Learning among Teachers in Private Islamic
Schools in Satun Province
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Abstract
Objective: This research aimed to explore the components of critical thinking competency

based on phenomenon-based learning for teachers in private Islamic schools in Satun Province,
Thailand.

Methodology: The study employed both documentary and qualitative research methodologies.
Data were gathered from nine key informants, including school administrators, heads of
academic departments, and classroom teachers, selected through purposive sampling based on
defined criteria. A semi-structured interview was used as the primary research instrument. Data
quality was verified through triangulation, and thematic content analysis was employed to
analyze the data.

Research Findings: The study identified four main components of critical thinking
competency (1) The ability to observe and pose questions, (2) Decision-making based on
informed and objective data, (3) Systematic problem-solving and application of knowledge in
practical contexts, and (4) Logical reasoning grounded in moral and ethical principles
consistent with Islamic teachings.

Contributions: The findings can be applied to teacher training curricula through phenomenon-
based learning by developing activities in inquiry, data analysis, problem-solving, and ethical

reflection to strengthen critical thinking competency.
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